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NOMINATION APPLICATION FORM

The Southern Tier Opportunity Coalition is accepting self-nominations or peer-nominations of young leaders in the Southern Tier who are 20 through 29 years of age by November 2, 2009 and who have set a standard in one or more of the following areas:

Academic Excellence ( Community Service ( Leadership 
Personal Growth ( Professional Achievement

	NAME OF NOMINEE: 
	DOB:

	ADDRESS:

	EMAIL:
	PHONE: 


APPLICATION PACKAGE SHOULD INCLUDE:

· Nomination application form

· Reference letters – Three (3) non-family references are required with each application.  Reference letters should include the contact information for each of the references with a focus on one or more of the stated criteria.

· Brief Essay – must be 12 font and no more than two pages, addressing all or some  of the following criteria ( note that excelling in all these areas is not expected or required, but identifying the applicant’s status/accomplishments in each of the criteria is helpful and strongly recommended):
· Academic Excellence – demonstration of one’s abilities in the classroom through such measures as a grade point average of 3.5 or above, receipt of awards for academic achievement from the academic institutions an individual has attended, or from other organizations that value education, and/or references from past teachers of an individual’s contributions to the classroom and to education.
· Community Service – demonstration of commitment to the community through such activities as service on nonprofit boards, participation in/support of youth or other community-oriented activities, volunteering one’s time to charitable causes. 

· Leadership – demonstration of one’s ability to lead a project, effort or organization to complete a task or reach a goal, be it for a municipality, business, school or community agency. 
· Personal Growth – demonstration of strength of character or a commitment to better oneself that may or may not be apparent to most, such as attending school while working full-time and caring for someone who is ill.
· Professional Achievement – demonstration of excellence in one’s chosen career through such measures as recognition by peers, receipt of association awards, involvement in professional development activities and/or associations representing one’s chosen career, serving as an officer for such an association, acknowledgement for contributions to your field or community, being sought after for your expertise and/or as a presenter/speaker.
· Resume of nominee - must be no more than two pages
SUBMISSION:    Application packages should be paper clipped (not stapled) and submitted in their entirety by 5 p.m. November 2, 2009 to: Southern Tier Opportunity Coalition c/0 Natalia  Czabala, 49 Court Street- Binghamton, New York 13902.

Please save the date February 8, 5-7 pm for the Awards Ceremony!
NOTE:  Once the name of a nominee is submitted to STOC, the nominee will receive a congratulatory letter and asked to submit an application package to STOC by November 2nd.
